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ART AND PROGRESS 



gifts, and to control the matter of decora- 
tions for fete days or festal occasions, as 
well as to judge the merit of designs for 
buildings, public and private, for which 
building permits are sought. Hanover, 
it is said, like all continental cities, is 
fully alive to the more than esthetic value 
of municipal art. Its art commission is 
composed of four members of the city 
council with the director of the principal 
museum, the city recorder, two archi- 
tects of the department of public works, 
and one local private architect. In Mi- 
lan, Florence, and Leghorn there are 
established art commissions composed of 
artists, historians, critics, physicians, 
lawyers, and merchants, the first in each 
instance in minority. In France the 
work is frequently deputied to such pub- 
lic officers as the minister of education, 
or of the fine arts, or to the director of 
a city museum, but not always. Nantes 
has a commission appointed by the 
mayor, designated as the Commission des 
Beaux Arts, the duties of which seem 
all inclusive — embracing the art museum, 
the maintenance of public parks and 
squares, the direction of the art school, 
the conservatory of music, the public li- 
braries, the acceptance of gifts and, final- 
ly, the engagement of artists for the mu- 
nicipal theater. Here certainly is a 
union of the arts. Berlin has an Art 
Deputation consisting of seventeen mem- 
bers, one of whom is a painter and one 
a sculptor. This again seems dispro- 
portionate, but it must be remembered 
that in Europe the average citizen is 
better qualified to pass upon works of 
art than in this country, where art has 
been, until very recently, regarded as 
unrelated to every-day life. In Bruns- 
wick the ideal condition seems, from re- 
port, to exist. There persons are not al- 
lowed to erect buildings constructed 
entirely according to their own archi- 
tectural ideas. Plans and specifications 
must be submitted to those in authority 
and carefully scrutinized. The proposed 
structure must harmonize with the char- 
acter of the buildings already erected 
on the street or square, as regards height 
and general design. Harmony, not 
similarity, is sought. Buildings which 



offend the eye are prohibited, with the 
result that the streets are improved with 
suitable buildings, and the public squares, 
monuments, fountains, etc., are safe- 
guarded and preserved as permanent 
municipal assets. To the utility and 
practicability of art commissions this re- 
port gives ample testimony. 

A NATIONAL A Dr i aID f Lea S ae h ™ 

drama league ?<*!?% been organized 
in Chicago which prom- 
ises to exert a widespread influence for 
good — artistically and ethically. The 
objects of this League are to stimulate 
an interest in the best drama and to 
awaken the public to the importance of 
the theater as a social force as well as 
of educational value; to harmonize and 
unite forces already existing in order 
to make the movement nation-wide, and 
to co-ordinate the work of all associa- 
tions and individuals interested in ac- 
complishing these ends. It has already 
affiliated sixty-three organizations in or 
near Chicago with an aggregate member- 
ship of 15,000, and it purposes extend- 
ing its campaign as rapidly as possible. 
It is organized on the principle that the 
sooner the managers can be provided with 
intelligent audiences demanding good 
plays the sooner will good plays and only 
good plays be produced. It proposes to 
initiate a constructive movement and 
there is no doubt that its voice will be 
heard. Perhaps it is not unreasonable 
to conclude that the sooner the general 
public appreciates intelligently any one 
form of art the sooner all forms of art 
will be sympathetically comprehended. 
Architecture, sculpture, painting, the 
drama, music and literature must go hand 
in hand. 



rotary 
exhibition, 

A. W. C. S. 



The American Water 
Color Society's 1909 
rotary exhibition has 
just finished its circuit 
in Jackson, Michigan, having been shown 
successively in St. Louis, Buffalo, Co- 
lumbia, Mo.; Pittsburgh, Grand Rapids, 
Toledo, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Detroit, 
and Chicago. This exhibition consisted 
of over one hundred and sixty paint- 



